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INTRODUCTION' 
The purpose of t.r1i::, thesis is to gain a broader connuni-
cable knowledge of the personal qualities and the sociological 
background or tbe pupils attending a small community unit high 
school. 
ties of the student.s ir:Volved \vas primarily obtained by the-: use 
of a questionnaire, altho'l;.gh a ;,ortion oi this iniox:mation was 
also canpiled through the use of the personal interview. The 
author interviewed 80% oi: all students ::illing out the ques-
tionnaire. The interview rn~thod v;as emr.,lo:/ed for validity 
purpo~Hc:s as -..:ell as fQr clarL.5.c:::ition ot certain responses. 
The test results., as well as the class grades, were 
obtained through the use of the permanent files of the Warren 
High School. 
The information concerning sociological background was 
collected entirely by the use of the questionnaire. Of the 
total number of questionnaires sent to parents, approximately 
27% 'IIJere not returned. Of this figure., 22 .6'1' of the unreturned 
questionnaires were from parents of the members of the freshman 
class. 
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Before continuing with this discussion, definitions should 
be made concerning the usage of certain terms .. By "personal 
gpalitiep• the study will be referring to the following items: 
(1) •tudent•s desired level of educational achievement, (2) stu-
dent's preference of future occupation, (3) class grades, and 
(4) test scores. By the term., "sociological b1ekground," con-
centration is placed on the environment outside of the school, 
(1) geographic location of the homes, (2) income of the homes, 
(3) number in the family, (4) education level which parents 
achieved, (5) parental desire of educational achievement of 
son or daughter, and (6) pa.rental desire of future occupation 
of son or daughter. 
By use of the phrase, "a small community unit high school," 
the author is referring to a high school with a student popu-
lation of 400 or less. The school used in this study has a 
population of approximately 230 students in the four classes. 
A.swell as the above limitations set on this paper, the 
paper was also limited to those students attending the freshman, 
sophomore, and junior classes during the 1961-1962 school year. 
Contained. in Chapter II is a discussion of the geo-
graphical location of the homes of the students under study. 
The nwnerical size of the families of which these students are 
a part has been placed in Chapter III. 
Chapter IV is concerned with the family income. 
Chapter Vis concerned with the level of educational 
achJ.evement Miich the parents of this student population 
-~blinad. 
Chapter VI ia concerned with class grades .. For the 
pui:poae of this paper, numerical values have been attached 
to corresponding letter grades. 
Ccmtained in Chapter VII are the results of test.a for 
t.hia student body. The results were obtained by using the 
California Short-Form Test of Mental Maturity. A CGRpariaon 
bet.ween theae test results and the claesrocm achievement of 
the students is also contained in thia chapter. 
Chapter VIII is concerned with student and parental 
reaponsea concerning the future occupation of the student.. 
In thia chapter, an attempt is made to show the percentage 
of students indicating a particular occupation, the percent.-
age of parents indicating the occupation they expect their 
child to enter, a section concerning the quality o.f the 
student's decision, and a student-parent comparison concern-
ing a particular occupation. 
Chapter IX ia concerned with the student's expected 
level of educational attainment. Information regarding thia 
segment was obtained by using a check list by permission of 
tbe National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 
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CHAPTER II 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCA'l':ION OF HOMES 
The geographic location oft.he homes of the students 
plays a ei.pificant part in obtaining a canplete knowledge 
of the school. Several factors influence a student because of 
the location of his home .. For example. student A lives .:>n a 
fazm. In moat cases., this means time spent on the school bus. 
Alao. student A is more likely to have chores to occupy his time. 
Student B lives within the city limits, about three blocks fran 
achool. This particular atudent has a short walk to school., and 
is free of chores at the end of the school session, consequently. 
he has more free time. Of course, there are exception& to the 
line of thinking which these exalll)les auggest. 
Eighty-t\'10 percent of the students are transported by the 
school bus., although approximately forty-five percent of this 
percentage live within the city limits of two outlying ccmmuni-
tiea which this consolidated school serves. Nevertheless., the 
area is considered an 89'riculture area. 
Considering the total student population., approximately 
thuty-six percent live within a range of Oto 5 miles frcm the 
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city limits of the city in which the high school is located. 
Approxillately twenty-nine percent live within the distance of 
·s to 10 ailea, and approximately ten percent of the students 
live frc:1111 10 to 15 miles distant. Approximately twenty-five 
percent of the students reside within the city limits of the 
city in which the high school is located. 
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CHAPTER III 
FAMILY SIZE 
The number of persons contained in an individual's 
family plays a very important part in the individual's adapta-
tion to the standards set by the society of which he is a 
member. The number of persons in the family, as well as the 
attitudes of the family, may very definitely limit the educa-
tional attainment of its members. 
Although no up-to-date material was found by the author 
to substantiate this statement, it is generally concluded that 
the larger the family the fewer the chances of the individual 
to continue his education past the secondary level. The 
generally accepted reason behind this statement is the financial 
situation of the family. 
Bu using the questionnaire, as Table I illustrates, it 
was learned that thirty-eight percent of the families used 
in this study are in the Oto 4 persons category. Table I 
also shows that fifty-eight percent of the families are in 
the I to 10 persons category. Of this fifty-eight percent, 
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approximately thirty-seven percent. were in the 6 to 10 persons 
range. The families containinc;J 11 members or more made up 
approximately four percent of the total families. 
lfumbar of Persons 
in Family 
0 - 4 
5 -10 
ll or more 
'l'ABLE I 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
Percent of Students 
Belonging 
38% 
4,, t<> 
0 
CHAPTER IV 
FAMILY IMCOME 
By the term "fei.,lY J.ncc.vw, •• tJ,e author refers to the total 
yearly income of a family. 
As Table II illustrates, approximately ten percent of the 
families returnil1g the questionnaire indicated the O to 
$2,000.00 category. 
Yearly Income 
$ o.oo - $ 2,000.00 
$ 2,100.00 - $ s.,ooo.oc 
$ s,100.00 - $1,000.00 
f 7,100.00 - $10,000.00 
$10,100.00 - $15,000.00 
$15,100.00 or over 
TABLE II 
FAMILY INCOME 
• • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 
0 • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • e • • • • • • 
Percent of 
Families 
10% 
46% 
17% 
5% 
The hi9r1est percentage indicated is in the $2,100.00 -
$5,000.00 category. Fran this figure and other figures in 
Table II, the median income of $5,100.00 per family was can-
piled. It is interesting to point out that the median average 
teae:hers salary in this particular school is approximately 
$4,800.00. 
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CHAPTER. V 
EDUCATION OF PARENTS 
One of the previously mentioned external factors which 
must not be overlooked is that of the educational achievement 
level of the parents. By considering this educational achieve-
ment level of parents, it is possible to obtain an idea of the 
attitude regarding education with which the students in the 
atudy are confronted. 
Many habits and attitudes of the atudents are learned in 
the bane. Hypothetical examples of tbia statement may be demon-
strated in the following 11Ud1118r. Student A ia an individual 
wboae parent.a did not achieve a secondary school diploma. These 
parents never read in the hame, never attend achool functions, 
and often penait their child to remain at haae in order to work. 
With auch a bale atmosphere. it cannot be expected that this 
student will climb far up the educational ladder. 
Student Bis tbe same age and attends the same classes 
aa Student A. But he clif fera th\18 a the father of Student B 
graduated frma college. and the mother from high school. There 
i8 • great deal of reading done at heme by both parents. they 
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a~t:encl many school functions:, are active in the Parent-Teacber 
Aaaociation., and frown a great deal when it canes to missing 
achool. 'Ibis atmosphere builds an important feeling toward 
the achoo! and what it can offer. The s·tudent is likely to 
beccme interested in his education and may proceed far up tl~e 
edllcational ladder. 
Of the forty-two percent of the parents who did not 
ccaplete the requirements for high school graduation, thirty 
percent obtained an eighth grade education, five percent ob-
t.ained one year of high school, three percent obtained two 
years of high school, and four percent renched the third year 
of hi9h school. 
Of the fifty-eight percent who ca:aplcted secondary educa-
tion.,. thirty percent continued their education past the secondary 
level. Of this thirty percent., only four percent ccnpleted 
the requirenents of th.a Bachelor• a Degree. 
Although only four percent canpleted the colle<Je level 
education 11 fourteen percent canpleted the requirements estab-
liabed by trade schools. 
Of the sixteen percent of the parents attending college, 
only four percent graduated. As for the other twelve percent, 
there was a drop-out or dismissal at the termination of one year, 
IIIOQ.Dting to six percent of this group .. The remaining six percent 
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dropped our or were dismissed at the end of the second yea.r .. 
!'able III is a sumaary of this section. 
TABLE III 
PARBNi'S' EDUCA'l'lONAL ATTAINMENT 
Uucational level Percent Attaining 
Bighth GracSe • • • • .. • • .. • • • • 
One year of High School •••••••••••• 
'l"WD Years of High School • • • • • • • • .. • • • 
Three Years of High School • ~ • Q ••••• ~ •• 
High Sc:bool Graduation • .. • • • • • • • • • • 
Trade School Graduation • • • • • • .. • .. • • • 
Attending College •••••••••••• 
Graduation fra.n College ~ ••••••••••• 
28<',4 
14% 
16% 
4% 
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CHAPTER VI 
CLASS GRADES 
!'be .. thod used in distinguishing the achievement a 
a'tadent or a group of students obtain in a course or a group 
of COUE'aea may be a valuable tool when related to other factors 
or when ccmpared and studied by themselves. This value will be 
clelllonatrated as the chapter progresses. 
!'be school Wlder study uses the letters A, B, c, D, and F 
in signifying students• progress and achievement in course work. 
1!'he school places the following numerical value for each 
correaponding letter grade: 
A - 4 points 
B - 3 points 
C - 2 points 
D - 1 point 
p - O point 
After one semester of work. the freshman class, which 
conaiata of seventy students, has an overall grade point 
average of 2.08. This represents a mark slightly better than 
a c. '!'be 34 male students of this class have a grade point 
average of 1.89, which would be a c-. The girls of this class 
have an overall average of 2.24, or approximately a c+. The 
clifference between the averages is .35. 
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The sixty-six eopbanore students have a grade point 
aYerage of 2.33. This is the highest of the three classes. 
'!be glrla of this class, numbering 24, have a grade point 
awrage of 2.17, or a C average. The boys of this class have 
a grade point average of 2.30, or n letter grade of approxi-
-tely a e+. 'J.'he difference between the two averages is .13. 
'!'be fifty-two students in the junior class have a 
grade point average of 2 .01, which is e<:;uivalent to a letter 
gaac1e of c. The girls have an average of 2.14; slightly 
be1:ter than a C average. The boys in this group have an 
average of 1.89, which signifies a letter. grade of approxi-
mately a c-. 
'l'be overall aver~~e of the thr.ee elasses is~ 2.16, 
vhich is equivalent to~ letter aver29e of approximately a 
c+. flle highest of the three is the sophomore class, with an 
average of 2.33, 'While the lowest ie the junior class, with a 
2.01. 
14 
CHAPTER VII 
TEST RESULTS 
An effective understanding of a group of pupils learning 
activities requires accurate knowledge of the mental maturity 
or learning abilities of the learners .. "The most reliable single 
aeaaure of mental maturity is the M.A. or the I.O. These measures 
immediately reveal whether the learner is very bright, very dull, 
or a member of that large group between these extremes in which 
tbe meaning and significance of intelligence test scores are 
more difficult to determine. In general, pupil acheivement 
varies directly with mental maturity: this is, the higher the 
M.A. and z.o., the higher the achievement.q1 '!'his may be 
used aa a general basis for estimating expected achievement. 
There are often exceptions to the above general rule. 
It ia possible that some pupils with relatively low 1.0.•s 
do well. On the other hand, pupils with high 1.0.•a have been 
Jmown to fail. 
lE . xaaniners 
IIPkl Maturitv. 
California). 
Even though the M.A. and I.O. are reliable 
Manual for California Short-Form Test of 
(California Testing Bureau, Los Angeles, 
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measures. they do not necessarily describe the nature: of 1i.::-~xn-
physical characteristics. 
The I.Q. scores t-.ie:re obtained by administering the Calif-
ornia Short-Form 'fest of Mental Maturity. 'l'he California Short 
l'oxm Teat of Mental Maturity :rields a normal distribution of 
intel.ligence quotients. with means of 101 .. 5> 103., 104., with a 
S'tandard deviation of 15.5 for the freshman.,. sophauore, and 
junior classes respectively~ 
'l'he freshman class yielded a mean I .o .. of 121., the 
aophcmore class 112, and ·the junior class 106. i,. canparison 
is now in order between the I.Q .. and the grade averages of 
individual students. x'r;,:1:· ptu.-poses of this section, grade point 
averages have hee·n divieed into the following categories: 
3.4 4.0 
2 .. 6 3.3 
1,5 2.5 
.. 91 - 1.4 
0 .90 
Table IV helps to illustrate that the I.Q. can be a 
general basis for estimating the e:q>ected achievement of a 
particular student. Thougl1 not a great difference, it can 
be seen that there is a variance between the I.Q .. scores in 
the grade point divisions. 
frMMIP I,Q, 
fmbmpt:g ,x.g= 
iMW J,Q, -· 
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MEAN I.O. S<XfiES 
AND GRADE POiln" LEVELS 
Grade Point Levels 
0 - .90 .91 - 1.4 1.5 - 2.5 2.6 - 3.3 3.4 - 4. 
- 103. 114. 126. 1140. . .. 
84.2 102.5 113.S 117.12 125.l . . - . .... w • • a1s 
.82 .96 .97 112. 125.5 . ,.,, 
'l'bere are several exceptions to this general rule. Tables 
v. VI. an4 VII demonstrate that the students under study help to 
prove that exceptions occur in a mnall community unit high school. 
'1'bolle figurea which are preceded by an asterisk(*). make up the 
exceptions to the above rule. The asterisks are concerned with 
the ~ta who are net achieving the grade point average which 
1:bey are capable of achievi....,,g.. No a.t.tompt ·was made to determine 
the at.uclent.s who are maintaining a higher grade 1">0int average 
than might be expected. 
TABLE V 
FR.ESHMAl\i CLASS 
I.Q.-GRADE POINT COMPARISON 
I.O. Grade Point Average I.Q. Grade Point Average 
IC) •••••••• l. 114 •••••••• 2. 
92 •••••••• 1.2 115 •••••••• 2. 
95 •••••••• 2.1 115 •••••••• 2.1 
96 •••••••• 1.1 *116 •••••••• 1.2 
99 •••••••• 1.3 116 •••••••• 2.2 
99 •••••••• 2. *117 •••••••• 1.1 
100 ••••••• 1.2 117 •••••••• 2. 
100 ••••••• 2.1 117 •••••••• 2.1 
100 ••••••• 2.1 118 •••••••• 3.2 
100 ••••••• 2.2 •120 ••••• Cl •• l. 
100 ••••••• 1.3 120 •••••••• 1.1 
103 ••••••• 1.2 120 ......... 3.2 
103 ••••••• 1.2 121 •••••••• 3. 
103 ••••••• 1.3 121 •••••••• 3. 
104 ••••••• 2. 122 •••••••• 2. 
*106 ••••••• 1. 122 •••••••• 2. 
*107 ••••••• 1. 123 •••••••• 2.1 
107 ••••••• 2. 123 •••••••• 2.3 
107 ••••••• 2.1 *124 •••••••• 1.3 
108 ••••••• 1.2 124eeoee••• 2. 
108 ••••••• 1.3 124 •••••••• 3. 
108 ••••••• 1.3 124 •••••••• 3.2 
110 ••••••• 1.2 125 •••••••• 2.1 
•111 ••••••• 1 .. 125 •••••••• 2.2 
•111 ••••••• 1.2 125 •••••••• 2.2 
111 ••••••• 2. 126 •••••••• 3.2 
111 ••••••• 2.1 127 •••••••• 3.2 
111 ••••••• 2.2 128 •••••••• 3. 
111 ••••••• 3.1 128 •••••••• 3. 
•112 ••••••• 1.3 132 •••••••• 3. 
*113 ••••••• 1.3 133 •••••••• 3. 
113 ••••••• 2. 133 •••••••• 3. 
113 ••••••• 2.2 140 •••••••• 3.2 
113 ••••••• 3. 140 •••••••• 4. 
*Those students who in the author's opinion are 
not achieving the grade point average they are capable 
of achieving. 
TABLE VI 
SOPHOMORE CLASS 
I.Q.-GAADE POINT COMPARISON 
1.0. Grade Point Average I.O. Grade Point 
62 •••••••• .42 *116 ......... 1.3 
66 •••••••• .83 116 •••••••• 1.9 
89 •••••••• 1.2 116 ••.••••• 2.5 
........... 1.6 116 •••••••• 3.2 
93 •••••••• • 76 117 •••••••• 2.1 
93 •••••••• 1. 117 •••••••• 2.6 
95 •••••••• .76 117 •••••••• 3.1 
95 •••••••• 1. 118 •••••••• 1.9 
97 •••••••• .92 118 •••••••• 2.1 
99 •••••••• 1.11 118 •••••••• 2.11 
99 •••••••• 1.3 118 •••••••• 2.6 
103 ••••••• 1.5 118 •••••••• 3. 
103 ••••••• 2.1 119 •••••••• 3.10 
105 ••••.•• 2.6 120 •••••••• 2.1 • 
105 ••••••• 2.6 120 •••••••• 2.11 
105 ••••••• 2.7 120 •••••••• 2.2 
106 ••••••• • 76 120 •••••••• 2.4 
106 ••••••• 2.9 120 •••••••• 2.6 
107 ••••••• 1.7 120 •••••••• 2.9 
107 ••••••• 2. 121 •••••••• 2.1 
108 ••••••• 1.8 121 •••••••• 2.4 
108 ••••••• 2.6 121 •••••••• 2.5 
110 ••••••• 1.6 123 •••••••• 3.6 
110 ........ 1~7 124 ••.•••.• 1.7 
110 ••••••• 1.10 125 •••••••• 2.6 
110 ••••••• 2.3 125 •••••••• 3. 
110 ••••••• 3.4 125 •••••••• 3.4 
•112 ••••••• 1.1 126 •••••••. 3.11 
112 ••••••• 2.2 126 ••.•••.. 3.4 
112 ••••••• 2.6 129 •••••••• 3.3 
113 ••••••• 2.6 130 •••••••• 3.6 
115 ••••••• 1.8 130 •••••••• 4. 
116 ••••••• 1.11 132 •••••••• 3.6 
Average 
*Those students who in the author's opinion are 
not achieving the grade point average they are capable 
of achieving. 
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·rABLE VII 
JUNIOR CLASS 
I.O.-GRADE POINT COMPARISON 
1.0. Grade Point Average I.O. Grade 
8() •••••••• 1.2 110 •••••••• 
81 •••••••• 1.6 110 •••••••• 
82 •••••••• • 70 110 •••••••• 
82 •••••••• 1.3 111 •••••••• 
86 •••••••• 1.2 *112 •••••••• 
88 •••••••• 1.1 *112 •••••••• 
88 •••••••• 1.11 112 •••••••• 
88 •••••••• 2.8 114 •••••••• 
90 •••••••• 1.19 114 •••••••• 
90 •••••••• 1.9 115 •••••••• 
91 •••••••• 1.19 117 •••••••• 
91 .......... 1.7 117 •••••••• 
95 •••••••• 2.8 117 •••••••• 
98 •••••••• 1.13 *118 •••••••• 
98 •••••••• 2. 118 •••••••• 
101 ••••••• 1.19 120 •••••••• 
104 ••••••• 1.18 120 •••••••• 
105 •••••.• 2.13 121 •••••••• 
105 ••••••• 2.2 122 •••••••• 
*109 ••••••• 1.18 123 •••••••• 
109 ••••••• 3.10 124 •••••••• 
109 ••••••• 3.2 125 •••••••• 
110 ••••••• 1.5 128 •••••••• 
Point Average 
2.5 
2.5 
3.2 
2.9 
1.14 
1.15 
2.1 
2.15 
2.3 
2.8 
2.3 
2.7 
3.1 
1.14 
2.14 
2.12 
3.7 
3.16 
2.1 
2.7 
3.15 
1.18 
3.17 
*Those students who in the author's opinion are 
not achieving the grade point average they are capable 
oz a~eving. 
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CHAPTER VII I 
OCCUPATIONS 
Chooaing the method of earning one's living is probably 
one of the aost illlportant decisions a person makes in his entire 
llfetiae. In the broadest sense, one•s work determines the kind 
of life a peraon can expect to live. If occupational plans are 
1:bowJbt of early. a student can use them as guides to the kind 
and 8IIOWlt of education to plan for. If consideration and 
1:bowJbt of future occupations are postponed too 10119, the 
required training or education might be much more difficult to 
att:ain. 
A great deal can be learned by studying the desires a 
group of students have indicated concerning the occupations 
they hope to enter. A student, when undertaking the task of 
dltcicti.ng on an occupation which is to be his lifework, must 
take several subjective as well as objective items into con-
aideration. An example of this would be the student who desires 
to obtain a Ph.D. while being the possessor of a grade point 
average of 1.5 and an I.O. of 90. Students will not always 
consider these points when choosing their future career. 
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A type of conflict \4lich a student faces after embarking 
CID hi.a taaJc of chooaing an occupation concerns the plans of 
,,, 
bia parent.a or guardian. Frequently a parent has planned his 
child'• career--aanetimes before the child's birth. A classic 
exlJIIPl• of the preceding situation could be demonstrated by the 
•traditional• business which has been run by a family for several 
yeara. 'l'bia may reault in the parents planning for a child to 
coat:inue the •traditional business." In considering a career, 
a atudent IIN&t conaider the parental wishes which confront 
h.ta. lfbe final decision should be made with uppermost importance 
being placed on the individual's interest and ability. 
'Iba freshman group and their choices of future occupations 
will 1:)e the first section dealt with. For a clearer understand-
1119 of this CJX'Oup, Table VIII should be viewed. 
Aa illuauated by Table VIII .. the four highest ranking 
occ:upationa indicated by this clasa are as followa1 Nursing, 
14.2Sr Barbering or Beautician, 11.:t'~J Education, 11.3%1 and 
A4Jriculblre, 10%. 
9FMMMM 
a.comat:ant • • 
A9ricul.t;ure • .. 
AviatiOn • • 
Alltalllobile • • 
c:u:peauy • • 
eart:oaniat; • • 
Clerical • • 
Sdl:lcation • .. 
JIDgiaaering • • 
Bairdre-r • • 
lloalNIWifa • • 
Nacbanica • • 
lletlical Doctor. 
Nili'*Y • • 
am:atng • • 
111av11:.1on:1.at • 
Painting • • 
Pwt.. BuaiDeae • 
Reli.cJion • • 
Bc:itmce • • 
Veterinary • • 
llote• 
22 
TABLE VIl'.:t 
PBJlCBNTAGE OF PARENTS. AND STUDENTS I 
c::BOICES OP FtfflJllB OCCUPATIONS AND 
8'1'UDBN'l'S' MEAN AVERAGE I .Q. AND GBADE 
POINT LEVEL 
Percent Parent Grade Point 
Stn4ePt Percent Average 
1.3 • • • - .. • • .. 2.2 • • • 
10 • • " 8.4 • .. .. ., 1 .. 56 • . • 
7.1 • • • 2.6 • • • • 2 .. 45 • • • 
2.6 .. • • 2.6 • .. • • 1.3 • • • 
1.3 • • • 2.6 • • • • 2.1 • • • 
1.3 • .. .. -- .. .. .. • l.l • • • 
7.l • • • 10.2 • • .. .. 2.22 • .. • 
11.3 • • • 14.2 • • • • 2.37 • • • 
7.1 • • • 2.6 .. • • • 1.72 • • • 
11.3 • • . s.s • • • • 1.83 • • • 
1.3 • .. • 5.5 • • • • l.l • • • 
5.5 • .. • 5.5 • • • .. l.6 • • • 
1.3 • . .. -- • • • • 3 .. 75 • • • 
2.6 • • .. -- • .. .. .. l.92 • • • 
14 .. 2 .. .. 0 S.5 • • • • l.89 • • • 
4.2 • • • - • • • • 3.13 • • • 
1.3 4 • • 2.6 • • • • 1 .. 2 • • • 
2.6 .. • • 5.5 • • .. • 2.3 • • • 
l .. 3 • • . 2.G • • • • 3 .. 2 • • • 
1.3 .. .. • -- • • • .. 4 .. • .. .. 
1.3 • • .. • • • .. 2.l • • • 
1,g, 
• 114 
• 112 
• 113 
• 116 
• 97 
• 120 
• 114 
• 123 
• 112 
• 115 
• 98 
• 106 
• 108 
• 119 
• 110 
• 123 
• 100 
• 110 
• 125 
• 140 
.. 100 
!be atuc:tent percent re:=ers to the percentage of students in the 
freabman class who chose an occ~pation. 
rbe parent percent refc.rs to tho per~entage of parents who 
cboae a particular occupation for their children. 
l'be grade point mean and 1.0. mean are the means of the students 
c'booaing an occupation. 
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At the teen-age level. it is feasible that a majority of 
tbe f ... le atudent population will indicate a desire to enter 
into tbe draaatic field of nursing as well as to enter the 
int.ereating field of beautician work. The field of nursing 
baa had much publicity regarding its advantages as well as the 
abortage of persons in this field. The field of barbering and 
beaatician work is open to both men and women. thus increasing 
the opportunity for a high percentage of indication. 
Two factors influence the percentage of students choosing 
the education ca1·eer. First. the school under study has a very 
active Future Teachers of Amex· ica orga11ization. Second. the 
atature of a teacher. as well aE the role played by a teacher 
1n a cC1111111unity of this population. would increase the desire of 
acae individuals to enter this field. 
In discussing the relationships. if any. between the 
choices made by students and thoae made by parents concerning 
future occupation. it should be realized that 22.6% of the 
parents of the freshman group failed to return the questionnaire. 
The highest parental choice of careers for their children 
vaa the educational career: the students• choices of this career 
ranked second. There is an apparent drop between student and 
parental desires pertaining to the careers of nursing. hair-
dreaaing. and engineering. The other careers are fairly stable. 
24 
'!be IIQPbolaOre class has the highest grade point average 
aa well u an I.a. mean of 112. In discussing the sophomore 
cl ... , a better understanding might be obtained by referring 
to Table IX. A atudy of this table will reveal that the 
follolfia9 occupations are ranked as the highest choices of the 
cl.all•• 1191"iculture, 19.46%1 Education, 10.4%: and Barbering, 
or .. autician, 9.6%. 
A few observations are in order, but they should not be 
canalclered as research facts but only as opinions and obser-
va'tiona. 'the bigheat percent of agriculture choices might be 
... to the 7 to 4 ratio of boys to girls. These boys have had 
ea opportunity to attend two years of the vocational agriculture 
prGtr811, which could have influenced their decisions. Here 
119a1D. the l'uture Teacher organization may have influenced their 
cleciaione. 
'l'be barbering and beautician percentage is still anex-
plaina'ble. One solution which the author has to ofter is the 
relatively abort duration of schooling. 
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TABLE IX 
PERCENTAGE OF PARENTS' AND STUDENTS' CHOICES 
OF FU'l'URE OCCUPATION AND STUDENTS' MEAN I.O. 
AND GRADE POINT LEVEL 
Student Parent Grade Point I.Q. 
2S59PAtion Perc1nt Percent Mean Mean 
Agric:ulture • • 19.46 • • .15. • • • • 1.95 • • • • 103 
aat.allObile • • 1.34 • • • 6.4 • • • • 2.6 • • • • 117 
AYia~ion • • 6.4 • • • 3.2 . • • • 2.5 • • • • 112 
Cle.rical • • 6.4 • . • 6.4 • • • • 1.64 . • • • 105 
lldlllcation . • 10.4 . • • 9.6 • • .. • 2.65 • • • • 120 
-inNr • • 6.4 .. • • 6.4 • • • • 2.1 • • • • 117 
..... uy • • 1.34 • . • 3.2 • • • • 2.4 . • • • 125 
Bair4reaaer • • 9.6 .. • • 9.6 • • • • 1.87 • • • .. 114 
llollaewife • • 3.2 .. • • 9.6 • . • • 1 .. 36 • • • • 87 
-iper Int •• • 1.34 • • • 3.2 • • • • 3.6 . . • • 123 
LllW • • 3.2 • • . 0 • • • • 3.11 . • • • 121 
lleabanica • • 4.36 • • . 6.4 • • • • 2.25 • • • • 116 
llilitary • • 6.4 . • • 6.4 • • • • 2.65 • • • • 106 
llllrainc;J • • 7.38 . • • 9.6 • • • • 1.67 • • • • 114 
11'81:ritionist • • 4 .. 36 . • • 0 . • • . 2.6 • • • • 116 
l'Yt. Buainesa. • 1.34 . • • 1.6 • • . • 2.4 • • • • 118 
Railroad • • 1.34 . • • 0 . . . . 1.11 . . . • 116 
Tneking • • 3.2 • • • 0 • • • • 2.93 . • • • 95 
T.V. Repair • . 1.34 • • • 0 • • • • 1.7 • • . • 110 
Veterinary • • 1.34 • • . 0 • • • • 3. • • • • 126 
Botea 
'!be atudent perce.nt refers to the percent of students in the 
aaphaaore class who chose an occupation. 
fte parent percent refers to the percentage of parents who 
choae an occupation for their children. 
The grade point mean and I.O. mean are the means of the 
atu.clenta choosing an occupation. 
Of the responses obtained from the parents of the sopho-
aore 9roap, 4.84 percent did not return the questionnaire. 
'!here is a similarity between student and parent percent-
..-• in the choices concerning the careers of engineering, hair-
dra-r. clerk, and military. There is almost equal similarity 
la the careers of agriculture, education, private business, and 
.... 1n9. 
One of the primary reasons for this apparent closeness 
between the students and their parents may be due to the fact 
1:hat they have but two years of secondary education left. Con-
aequantly• more time ma~ be spent in the home discussing the 
fll~are of a student. Though this may be considered as a possi-
bility. the author was unable to find any related data. 
The final class to be considered is the junior class. 
lfbia cla•• has a 2.01 grade point average and an I.Q. mean 
of 106. 
By referring to Table x, one will notice that the high 
percent of agriculture choice is fairly stable, but the house-
wife choiae has risen to 13.12%, being secon4, only to the 
agriculture choices. 
The continuity of these choices as represented on the 
~le ahould be noticed. This table shows that the members 
of the junior class are grouped in particular careers: that is, 
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TABLE X 
PBRClftl'l'AGE OF PAIU:NTS' AND STUDENTS' CHO:tCES 
O. IVJ.'UU OCCUPATION AND STUDENTS' MEAN I.Q. 
AND GRADE POINT LEVEL 
Stuc1ent Parent Grade Point I.Q. --,- Percent Percent, Mean Mean 
~t • • 1.24 ••• 7.6 • • • 2.14 • • • 100 
A9rlc:ulture • • 15.10 • • 15.2 • • • 1.43 • • • 97 
Baulaer • • 1.24 • • 0 • • • 1.18 • • • 125 
Cal:penby • • s.20 • • 3.4 • • • 2.26 • • • 105 
Claric:al • • 9.16 • • 19.l • • • 2.35 • • • 117 
... cation • • 3.22 • • 3.4 • • • 2.16 • • • 114 
·-1neer • • 3.22 • • 3.4 • • • 3.15 • • • 124 
ronauy • • 1.24 • • 1.3 • • • 3.17 . • • 128 
Balrclre-r • • 9.16 • • 15.2 • • • 1.91 • • • 103 
BaaNwife • • 13.22 • • 11. • • • 1.70 • • • 103 
lleabanic• • • 9.16 • • 7.6 • • • 1.83 • • • 100 
lllclical Doctor. 1.24 • • 3.4 • • • 3.45 • • • 131 
111.liqzy • • 3.22 • • 3.4 • • • 2.15 • • • 116 
llnriUaniat. • 5.20 • • 1.3 • • • 3.23 • • • 105 
Police • • 1.24 • • l.3 • • • 2.14 • • • 118 
Pvt. 81111ine•• • 3.22 • • 1.3 • • • 2.06 • • • 111 
tfruclting • • 1.24 • • 3.4 • • • 1.10 • • • 88 
llote, 
'Illa atudent percent refers to the percent of students in the 
j1m.lor cl•• who chose an occupation. 
in.a parent percent refers to the percentage of parents who 
aho• an occupation for their children. 
'Iha grade point mean and I.a. mean are the means of the 
ataclenta choosi.nfJ an occupation. 
In studying this class 
... it:a oacupational choice•. the maturity level of these 
!a4lvlc111ala ahoul4 be kept in mind. One year, plus 1110re 
a,pocblnitiea to becane acquainted with various fields or 
c.-i:•. aay certainly make a noticeable difference. It is 
a1ao poaaible that these individuals, as a group, are more 
aware of their abilities. 
A strong similarity exists between the parents' 
and •tudenta• choices regarding future careers in agriculture • 
.. rhap• tbe greatest variance between the two groups would be 
that concerning clerical careers. Here, 9.16 percent of the 
atAldent.a indicated it, while l.9.1 percent of the parents 
illdic:ated it. 'l'bere is a simi.lar difference concerning the 
bairdreaser career. 
A similarity exists in the careers of agriculture, 
e11119iaeering, education, military, police, and housewife. 
Thi• class demonstrates the closest similarity among 
1:be 1:hree classes under study. Here again, the maturity level 
of 1:he ablclents might be the primary factor. 
It probably would not: be possible to determine a specific 
grade point average in order to predict success in a particular 
field at this age level. This is due to the "late starter" 
or •1ate learner," who does exceedingly well at the collegiate 
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1-1 ill CG111pa1".l8on with the achievement at the secondary level • 
.......... , alrac:1- cannot be expected with the majority of the 
eon.equenUy. it is important for the student to 
-J.Alc Ilia NCODdary achoo! achievement before embarking on 
•••••career. Bqual importance must be placed on the t.Q. 
of ._ ilatividual. 
It 1a difficult to show that a student might make a bad 
41aclaloa • the basis of his I.Oc and grade point average. How-
~. in order to increase the knowledge concerning the stuaent 
has taken the prerogative of 
.. f.Dg ~••• t.wo .. aaures as validity measures in determining 
tlae ville or u.nwiae deciaions of these students. 
By referring t.o tables XI, XII, and XIII, it may be 
ll9tiol4 that aat.erisks (*) have been placed alongside those 
atul1nt.a 'Who, in the author's opinion, might have m~de a 
tlacialon not conaiatent with their personal abilities. 
llo relationship was found to exiat between family size 
8114 qlleationable choices or between distance frau school and 
At thia time, a summary of the results of the above 
in order. The freshman class has six 
alMticea which the author feels should t.e questioned. Three 
jU 
'.i.ABLE xr 
QUALI'.i.Y OF S~ UDI.i:,:·J .t 
OCCUPATIONAL CHOICES 
FRESd.MAN CLASS 
;Grade 
gq;upaueo r.o. Av5'rssa e oc;c;u:g;3.t:ion 
Agriculture ••• 110 •• 1.2 
Agriculture ••• 125 •• 2.1 
Agriculture ••• 100 •• 1.3 
Agriculture ••• 120 •• 3. 
agr~culture ••• 116 •• 1.2 
Agriculture ••• 99 •• 2. 
*Engineer • • • 10;, • • 1.. 3 
Engineer ••• 124 •• 2. 
Engineer ••• 124 •• 3. 
*Engineer ••. 96 •• 1.1 
*Bngineer ••• 111 •• 1.2 
cartoonist ••• 120 •• 1.1 
Education ••• 125 •• 2.2 
Education ••• 133 •• 3. 
Education ••• 13~ d• 3~ 
Education ••• 140 •• 3.2 
Education ••• 107 •• 2.1 
i)!ur S.i. n,:3 
Nursing 
Nursing 
* ..:--r.Jr SJ. U';_-J 
~J.l.itary 
Hi.litary 
dairdressor 
,.lairdrosser 
,iaird.r.c~sser 
· .!a.i.r, 1r.rc? sser 
Jairdre:sser 
• .1a1r,.?rcsser 
Cl".:!r:i.cal 
Cl o:r. J. cal 
Clerical 
Clerical 
I,o, 
•• 115 
•• 106 
•• 108 
• • 92 
•• 113 
•• 126 
•• 114 
•• 104 
• • llf; 
•• 111 
... 117 
•• 120 
•• 115 
• • 99 
•• 133 
• a 12(' 
•• 105 
*Bducat.1on ••• 107 •• 1.2 
Education ••• 121 •• 3.1 
Education ••• 121 •• 3. 
~:).,tri t.ionist • 
Nutritionist • 
12;.3 
llU 
128 
103 Mechanics ••• lll •. 2.1 
Mechanics ••• 111 •• 2.1 
Mechanics ••• 112 •• 1.3 
.Mecbanics • • • 90 • • 1. 
Autamobile ••• 123 •• 2.3 
Automobile ••• 124 •• 1.3 
Automobile ••• 1013 •• 1.3 
Nursing ••• 107 •• 2. 
airaing ••• 122 •• 2. 
Nura.i.ng ••• 123 •• 2.1 
Nuraing ••• 111 •• 2.2 
Nuraing ••• 103 •• 2. 
*Nurlling ••• 107 •• 1. 
Nuraing ••• 117 •• 1.1 
Hutritionist • 
Aviation •• 
Av.1.ation 
Aviation 
Aviation 
Av.lation 
Music 
Carpentry 
carpentry 
Carpentry 
Rcl1.s.1.on 
Paintin9 
SC.i.entist 
Veterinary 
•• 127 
•• 111 
•• 113 
•• 112 
•• 122 
•• 100 
•• 95 
•• 109 
•• 12t. 
•• 100 
•• 140 
•• 100 
~ade 
Ayeraqc 
••• 2. 
••• 
••• 
• •• 
••• 
• •• 
1. 
1.2 
1.2 
2. 
3.2 
••• 2. 
• •• 
• •• 
••• .. . . 
••• 
••• 
• •• 
••• 
• • • 
••• 
• •• 
• •• 
• •• 
• •• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
• •• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
2. 
2.2 
3.1 
2. 
1. 
2.1 
1.3 
3. 
3. 
2.2 
3. 
2.1 
3.2 
1.3 
3.2 
1 • 
l.2 
1.3 
2. 
2.1 
2.1 
1.3 
3.2 
1.2 
4. 
2.1 
... l!H.i;;;..iil,ii:,;:;;,;:n_g;a..., __ ... ,ui,u•ii-.Ai=.l=l....1•..1•~3:!.J•L-----·----------------
NDtea 
F.acb line represents an J.ndJ.VJ.dual's occupational choice 
and his I.Q. and grade poJ.nL averase. Asterisks (*) have been 
Placed alongs.icte those individuals who have made choices not 
COnaiatent with their abilities. 
I.Q • 
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TABLE XII 
SOPHOMORE CLASS 
QUALITY OF STUDEN'l' 
OCCUPATIONP..L CHOICES 
Grade 
Average Occupation I.Q. 
•• 105 Agriculture 
Agriculture 
Agriculture •• 
Agriculture •• 
Agriculture •• 
Agriculture ... 
Agriculture •• 
Agriculture •• 
A4Jriculture •• 
Agriculture •• 
AC)riculture •• 
Agriculture •• 
Agriculture •• 
Aviation 
Aviation 
Aviation 
Aviation 
Aviation 
Jilli~ 
.Military 
JUlitary 
•• 2.10 Clerica.J. 
Clerical 
Clerical 
Housm,:i ~e 
House'lfdfe 
Law 
• • 125 •• 2.6 
•• 2.6 105 
115 •• 
110 .... 
93 •• 
124 ... 
105 
117 ... 
89 •• 
108 •• 
66 •• 
110 
99 
•• 106 •• 
115 
.. 118 •• 
1 .. ') 
1.1 
1. 
"! "'7 
..ii-•• "'(, 
2.1 
·; ? 
,lo. ....... 
.83 
2. :3 
'j t;' 
~ .. ) 
• • 107 .. .. 2. 
•• 118 •• 1 ,·, J.... :,;. 
•• 120 .... .. 93 
123 .... 
120 •• 
126 ·~ 
106 •• 
116 •• 
118 •• 
119 •• 
•• 111 ... 
•• 116 •• 
•• 120 •• 
•• 108 •• 
2 .. 2 
.. 7G 
3 .. 6 
2.11 
2.11 
.76 
2.5 
2.1 
3.1 
3.1 
1.3 
2.6 
2.6 
%at. Design •• 
Bairdreaaer .. 
Bairdreaaer .• 
Bairdreaser .• 
Hairdresser •. 
Bairdresaer •• 
Social Work •• 
Mechanics 
Mechanics 
llechanics 
Mechanics 
Clerical •• 118 •• 3 .. 
l1ote1 
Lr.1.w 
95 
•• 103 
G2 
99 
• • 116 
~• 126 
~utritionist. 112 
Nutritionist .. 113 
~lutritionist. 13:J 
NurGing .~ 121 
nursing 
*tlurs:i.ng 
~1ursing 
Mursing 
Forestry 
Railroad 
• • 1()3 
•• 1 :)7 
12:) 
112 
120 
llf> 
T.V. Repair 11a 
Engineering~ 121 
Engineering. 117 
Engineering. 126 
Engineering. 110 
Engineering • 120 
Veterinary •• 126 
Trucking •• 95 
Education •• 129 
Education 
Education 
Education 
*Education 
Educn.tion 
•• J.32 
•• 120 
. ~ 110 
•• 112 
•• 121 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
• •• 
. . .. 
~ .. 
. . . 
.... 
. . . .... 
. . . 
... 
. . . 
••• 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
• • • 
. . . 
.... ... ~ 
Grade 
l;.verw.se 
.92 
1. 
J • 5 
.42 
l .. 3 
2.6 
3.11 
3.2 
') ,: 
Q,., .. •.) 
3.6 
2 .. 1 .. ., 
, .. ..1.. 
1~7 
2. :'..1 
2.3 
2~4 
1.11 .. .., 
J.. • ! 
2.5 
2.6 
3.4 
1.6 
3.4 
3. 
3 .. 3 
3,.,-=: 
2 .. 9 
3.4 
1.1 
2.4 
Bach line rep:cesents an individual's occupational choice 
and hia I.Q. and grade point average. Asterisks (*) have been 
placed alongside those individuals who have made choices not 
COD•iatent with their abilities. 
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TABLE XIII 
JUNIOR CLASS 
QuALI'l'Y OF STUDE.N'l' 
0CCUPA~IO~cfl\L CHGICEG 
Grade 
2FSPRot1on I.Q. Average Occupation I •:d • 
•• 101 A,Jric:ul ture 
Agriculture ... 88 
•• 1.19 
... 2. 3 
Agriculture .. . 90 ... 1.19 
Agriculture .. . ' ' "' .J..l ~. .,, 1.15 
SC ... 1.2 
117 •• 
A9riculture • ., 
Agriculture 
Agriculture ... 
Agriculture •• 
Accountant •• 109 
2 .. 7 
80 0 .. 1. 2 
• • 3 .1 
Salesmar• 
Bdllc::ation 
Bducation 
-...C.tion 
Education 
Carpentry 
Carpentry 
Carpentry 
Housewife 
Roueewife 
Housewife 
Houeewife 
Mechanics 
Nechanics 
Nechan«cs 
Mechanics 
!fote: 
.. . 89 .. 1.14 
•• 100 ... , ., -· ..... 
.. 91 
12J 
.. 0 1. 7 
95 
• .. 11 {) °' • 
~. J .. 1 a •• 
7.1 
2.S 
.... B~ ~. 1. 3 
.. .. 11 :;. 
1.: .~ 2. JS 
?(:} w• },13 
... 1:)5 •• 2.2 
. . 81 ... l.f 
.... 122 ... ?.l 
Mechanics • • • 90 
Pvt. business.125 
I•iilitary .... 112 
~ilitary ... 121 
Clerical •• 119 
Cleri,::.::.l 
Clerical 
Clerical 
Cleric2l 
130 
... 117 
... 105 
·~ 117 
r:11sf iner~ r .i.r~g • 124 
Nutriticnict.~ 114 
r..11..1t1:i.t,ior·1ist. l:!O 
Nutritionist .. 109 
~viation ... 111 
HairdrE.•fser • :.10 
Hairdresf:.,~~r .. 109 
Uair~r0~s~r • 98 
~:.airdrt,sse:r .. 112 
H2irdre~fer S9 
F0reFtry •• 129 
s·tock. ~1,..~·:\:~-~· ,, 91 
Peli~· •. 112 
Medicz•l Dr. • 131 
. . ~ 
• • • 
• • • 
• •• 
• • • 
. . . 
.... 
8 ... 
. . . 
.... 
.. ... .... 
..... 
• • • 
. . .. 
•• <$;, 
• • • 
" .. 
••• ... 
. . . 
• • • 
Grade 
lwerage 
1.9 
1.18 
1 .. 14 
3.16 
1.14 
2.13 
3 .. 1 
rl ,..._,. 
.c_,. ' 
3 .. 15 
2.8 
'i () .... , 
3 ~. .. .:.. 
2" 
2.1 
1&1;, 
3.17 
2.14 
"3 .44 : . 
Each line repres,:1nts c::n individual• r::. occuputional choice, 
hia I.Q., and grace point average. Asterisl:.~ {*) have 1Jc-::n 
placed nlonr;-side those .'..ndividu~ls d.c L.;::.\.·..: nadc choices not 
consistent . ..,ith their a~)ilities .. 
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of the•• choices concern engineering. l'~y type of engineexing 
require• aaae formal education beyond the secondary level. 
With the type of grade point achievement these individuals 
bave at the secondary level., it is very doubtful that ther 
will be able to secure ~drnission to the institutions offering 
the nece•aary training. The I.O. level of these students shows 
that they have the intellectual ability to raise their grade 
point averages sufficientl:i{ to meet the necessti.ry requirements. 
The remaining three freshman choices which are in ques-
tion concern one education choice and two nursing choices. 
'l'beae three atudents will probably have difficulty in acquiring 
adllliaaicn to the necessary institutions. With their low grade 
point average, it is likely that the~ will ~e unable to roeet 
the required standards. 
The aophamore class has but t,,,..,o selections which, in the 
aatilor'• opinion, are questionable. One of these concerns 
an individual• s choice of :nursing while having an I .a. of 107 
and a grade point average of 1. 7. Wi t..11 this level of secornlary 
achievement. it is doubtful that she will be able to meet the 
requirelllllnts of her chosen profession. With several nursing 
ina~itutione requiring at least one year of college education, 
'aaia individual will probably encounter difficulty in obtaining 
college admission. With two years of secondary education left, 
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it. aaig'bt be posaible for her to raise her achievement level 
u an aecep1:able at.anding. 
7.'be aecond selection in question is that of a student 
mo indice'ted the field of education. 'l'hough this person's 
1.0. of 112 is high enough1 the corre&ponding grade point 
aYerat'J9 of l.l indicates UH.it the person could be called ~n 
·underachiever." The 1.1 average will definitely prohi:hit 
billl fz'Clll meeting the requireinents of hit: -.:hosen proEession n 
'ftle I.Q. level does tend to indicate that this individual can 
_.ieve a higher grade .i.~'oint level, which In.c!Y make it pussihle 
~ ... ~the adrniaaion requirements. 
The jwiior class ha:J but one choice Nhich sho11ld be 
queat.ioned. This pet·~on chose the pr,.,fession of P.dncation. 
Witb a grade point average of 1.7 and I.Q .. level of 91., this 
peraon will have trouble meeting the ~etJUi!'ed etand;;irds of the 
colleges. With an I.Q. level of 91, not much hope can he 
beld for achieving a high enough grade point average to meet 
the requirements. 
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CHAPTER IX 
EDUCATION 
Education is a series ot doors. Each door, which might 
be open or cloaed, leads to a world of opportunities. The 
•cnmt of use an individual makes of these doors depends upon 
.... rous iteaa, moat of which may be combined under the single 
bead1n9 of the individual. The individual, within certain 
lillit.a, in our society has r,n opportunity to advance as far up 
the educational ladder as his abilities are capable of taking 
hJ.111. The increased opportunities which ci.re open to him, if 
u continues his education, should be brought to the secondary 
at.at,at.a• at.t.ention. 
llullleroua factors determine the extent of education a 
particular individual should endeavor to attain. Two of these 
fact:ora are the I.Q. and his secondary school grade point 
aver-,.. With the enormous amount of propaganda being brought 
~ everyone'• attention concerning the "closing college door," 
tbe at.adant lllllBt consider the preceding factors to an even 
f)reater extent than before. As has been previously illustrated, 
t.bere are exceptions to general rules. 'l.'hese exceptions are 
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Jal ... by t:be educator• s labels of the under-achiever and 
tlle ..-r-acbiever. Nevertheless, in following the eJ{ample 
~i,abed by colleges and universities, one may use these 
fac:tOlr8 1;0 aane extent in predicting success in higher educa-
~. 
la t:hia segment of the thesis, the autllor has endeavored 
to -.,loy ~ above two £actors with addition of the interview 
t,ecbnique to eataate the quality of the decisions of this 
Nlected student populatiou and their expected level of 
edlacational achievement. 
'!be percent of a particular class choosing a level of 
e4w::atioaal achievement was compiled. This fi9ure was then 
of tile claaa. At. this tiuie, it is pe::tinent to conside.r the 
1:abl• below. 
TAB:LB XIV 
EXPECTJm L.~VEL OF 
... EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
High Non Same 
sa- SsJml co,lege Colleqe Bachelors TJI..a,sters, ;,~ "'D. ~. 
•ateau • • 20.s 37.l 18.5 10. 4.2 So5 ...... • • 24.2 17.l 24.2 7.1 4.8 0 ......... 
a1-11nt:a • • 24. 43. 9.3 19. 4.7 0 •--u • • 24.26 27.18 12.a 18.12 12.8 0 " ....... 
•t:udeau • • 33.SS 2S.ll 19.3 11.7 1.12 0 
•arenta • • 7.36 so. 12.36 23.4 3.44 0 
Ph 1D 
4.2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3.44 
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'!be freabaaan class will be discussed first. Upon referring 
to t.rable XIV• one will notice that app.t·oximately so;~ of this 
~t population is anticipating more education after gradua-
tian. With the increased pressure being applied for speciali-
sation in our society, it is feasible to expect tbis type ot 
reaponae from this group. It is equally r:ecognizable that the 
largeat aingle group is that which chose the non-college train-
ing level. 
It ia interesting to note that al though 80';{ of this class 
plane to continue their education after high school, that only 
23."' of the claaa anticipates college graduation. 
One-fourth of the freshman parental group failed to 
return tbe questionnaire form.. This Eigure, 22.6~(, would probably 
lllllke 80llle changes in the recorded percentages ii all forms had 
beea returned. In referrins to Table XIV, one may notice the 
aiailarity in parents• and s~~dcnts• choosing the high school, 
bachelor'• degree, and masters• degree levels. It may be 
... uaec1 that this parent group does not realize the advan-
tacJ•• of attending a non-college training school. Even though 
37.l~ of the atudents indicated non-college training1 only 
17 .l" of the pa't'ents c-::1ose this level. It is also interesting 
to note that there were ~o parental choices past the master's 
degree level. 
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Again referring to table XIV, one may notice that the 
students anticipating 
fll&'tl'aer education upon g.1::aduati,'>n fra~ th,2: secondary school. 
Tbia figure ia 76% of the c:lc . .:.iS. rr:·.e 1 :.:::-;e.st l·?vel repr~sen-
'*' in the continu•tion of education is th!!' non-college training 
level with 43%. It is equ~lli -:loti:-ez;~l.E'. that 23. 7% of the 
76% figure anticipate colleg.:c ,;rad:.::.ation. "'.lthough the ,:-lass 
rapreae.nt.a the highest gCede f,oint av~ra,;c, no choice WPtS 
Jadicat.ed as to educatior.al r,chie.vrnnent r,i';r:t the mi':ster• ~ 
deg&' .. level. 
Of the 9!> .14% o:~ thocG Fc1rcnts returning the question-
aaire. an amazing E.d.1uilarit1-· is noticen bPt··-·een the studt?nt.s' 
expectations and th,: p:,rcnt:; • e.1:pect;,itlons concerninq th~ 
hiCJh achool level of ach.:.e~;~mF.r.t. Teminstion at the end oi 
this period was in..J.icr:tec"; ~:l 24~'>!. of.: th!'? !':t,~i:!ents and 24. 26~,;, of 
the parents. 
'l1le Bachelor i s .Je,:;rfii:· le1;el ,-:ns ch oven by 19 I' of the 
abadents and 18.12::~ o: th.G parents. In ntud:ting this segment, 
i~ ia interesting to r,c~.ice t.Ls perccr1t.a,;ee of both groi1ps indi-
cat.ing the "some college .. level. It might be assumed that the 
parents of ·t.'lis grcr--1p a;;~ e::.p.1al1y C(')!'ll3i.derlng the r,ossibility 
of college graduation. 
In this parent group, notice the lmv percentage indicating 
the non-college trade school. The student percent is 43, while 
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.._ parent.al percent is 27.18. As in the freshman group, it 
al,tllt be aaauaaed that this parental group does not realize 
111111 ..,_t.agea of this type of training., or the~ might prefer 
npJ.ar college. 
'J.'be levels of Medical degree a.nit Doctor of F:id.J.osoph.::: 
,-re not indicated by either group~ -::1, is i~~ nr.3.rue L.n tJ-.;:~t 
12.n of the parents indicated expectations fo.c the comp1E-tion 
o~ t1le Naater' s degree level l1y their childrt;;r:. 
Upon referring to Table XIV J' it , ,.'1 bs not.icf'.d th;:;~ tt.c 
th ' ' l ' 1 . t' ... aajority of e JUn1or c ass rnemners are p 2.nning con 1.:-:1u;:.-1.<-»n 
of their education after contpJetion o..:: their i.econd~r~{ !.·,:quir~-
---· Of the 61. 35% .indicatin9 further education, 13. 92'7'. 
1n41eated college graduation. It is ~v:id('nt. that many of the 
abtdenta are planning to take advantage o:f the various tiade 
acboola which are availitl:,lc. It sho,.\ld 1,e etfiJally noticea'l,le 
that although six stL1dentr:~ indicated a desir1:.• to obtain a 
badlelor'a degree., only two stndent.s plan on cl conti:"!uat.ion 
of their studies past this level. 
One might a.ssum<7' t.a?t. the reason fot' the high percentage 
of students indicatin<J tern ination of their formal education 
at the end of the secondc,ry level <'ould r.·e a re("ul t of the 
low grade point averac;e v.'hich this class hai::;. 
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lldla .._ _. preceeclln9 classes contained sane 
levels, 
Ille t•t• alaN baa no continuity between student and paren-
-1 si.11•••• fta wic!eat variation i~ c:1:. the high school 
1'be atudenta indicating termination at 
tlle _. ef t:beir Naanda,:Y .iucation represent 33.55% of the 
fd•••• wlall• 1:be parents expecting termination at this period 
Nl••••t 7. W of the parental group.. This suggests that 
Jai ... er •-aadarcla are daairad by the parents of this student 
tlle par•ta of t.bia junior group seem to realize the 
.... a.111u- aYailable in attending a non-coll99e training 
.... :1.. l'J.f• percent of these parents are expecting their 
effepciat to c:ontinue their education at this type of insti--~. 
llaUe 23.4% of the parents indicated expectations for 
t:lleir cbildren to achieve the bachelor's degree level, only 
11.7" of the at.udenta indicated expectation of achieving this 
level. 
Continuing with the discussion of the expected level 
of 911acationa~ attainment of the students, an attempt will 
be_.. 1:o detendne a pattern or relationship bet1at'een the 
Yariowl cl-• under study. Each educational level will be 
caaidered in Table xv. 
High 
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TABLE XV 
COMPA.RISON OF EXPECTED CLASS 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAUi.MBNT 
Hon-- So:ae 'B .s. M.S. .M.,D., 
Srl.MI Ssagol College College pe9ree Degree Degree Ph 1D1 
l'reabaan 20.5 37.5 18.5 10. 4.2 s.s 5.5 
Sapbaaore 24. 43 .. 9.3 19. 4.7 0 0 
JUDior 33.55 28.11 19.3 11.7 1.12 1.12 0 
Jlotel 
l'iguree are percenta~cs ·Of total r::!asscs choosing a level of attain-
~. B.s. refer• to Fachelor's degree, M.s. refers to Master's 
cSevr•., M.J>. refers to '"~•1di,-:al Dot:'tor, and t>h .D. refers to Doctor 
of Pbiloaophy. 
In conaider:i.rig U;_.:, hi,;h school le,·~l, it is noti.ceable 
t:hat the junior class ranks highest 1,<J"ith regard to those i..,idi-
cating termination at this level. It is interesting to note 
that the claaa percent concerning this level increases with 
each aucceaaive class. 
'l'be freshman and sophomore percentages are higher at the 
DOD-college trade school level in cor.tp~rison with the percent-
-· a\~ the secondary level. The junior class percent declined 
to 28.11% fran the secondary le"!el. 4rhesc figures are encour-
agiag in that they indicate a desire :,n the part of most of 
~ •t.udants concernin9 contL"luatio~i. of their educ.at.ion aiter 
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tbe 8eCOlldarY level. 
tJbougb ranking third on tp..e non-colleg~ level, the junior 
c1- percentages are the highest at ·the ,;sa.ic college 0 level .. 
'fbe aopbclllore class ba~ a ver;f low pe:::c.:f:ant conce;;i."l'.l.ing t.hi::.. level. 
Tbe attainment of the Bachelor' s &..y1:ec leve 1 is the 
be9inning of the decline in perc:ent"ges indicating the va.r ious 
lAwaJ.a. The eophanore cl a.ts retail1s ti".{;; highest perce:."'.i.tage '1t 
t:.hia leve.1. with the fr~shmmi cL;,.!;s t>C.:.tll.;;.. '..:.h:c lmJcst. 
Al though the fresl:.ut.al'l class indi,.;.:atr~d the 10\'lest percent-
- «:0111Cernin9 the atta.innient o~.' i..b: Ee:.cb-.!l.o.c 1 s degree. L"lese 
a~ta are r&pX"esented in c::.:1 ·tlu:c~ lu\~:;l;;. of education, the 
llaa1:er' • degree. Medical Doctor, and Doctor or Philosoph~·. 
Die junior class. which also hatl a l°"; p-:;;ccentagc.: at tLe Bache-
lor'• lewl. ia rapreaented b:..· one stutlt;;x,t in each of the .. ,1aster• s 
aa4 118cllca.l levels. Though the sophomore cl.ass had the highest 
percentap in the Bachelo.t''s level, they are represented in 
only tbe Master's degree level. 
Attention will now be focused on prediction. 'l'his l,l.e-
dicUon ia aimilar to the one attempted iu ti.e chapter or:. occ1.:pa-
t1ana. 
In attempting to _predict the quclit..:, or these educ::.tional 
daciaions. the author has taken -the li'oort1i· of using the summaries 
foun4 on pages 
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'l'be cases listed on these pages are those which the 
aathor feels are questionable according to the abilities 
wbic:la the•• students possess. The predictions are based on 
t:he I.Q. aeasure and the grade point agerage of the individual. 
In considering the unwise educational decisions. one can 
i.llllediately notice that 7CJ'fe of those cases illustrated reveal 
the fact that the students were unaware of college admission 
requireaents. 'l'hese students will need counseling concerning 
their educational goals. The remaining cases will undoub•edly 
have trouble in completing their secondr1ry education requirements. 
Many of our high school students are Ilot acquainted with 
the requirements for meeting the admission standards of our 
lnatitutions of higher learning. The sbudy suggests that 
tboee atudents who are definitely interested in obtaining 
further education have taken the time to learn about eeuca-
tianal requirements and are holding a grade point average 
which will be satisfactory to meet these requirements. 
One should realize that out of 181 students canpleting 
t:be stuclent questionnaire, only 17 students made decisions 
wich ·•re felt unwise. This does not mean that the remain-
ing 164 students made the best decision possible for them, 
but aerely that the decision which they made is probably in 
their power to obtain. 
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EDUCATIONAL DECISIONS 
.._. College 1.1 120 F:ceshman. 
'1'hoUgh this student has an I.. O. of 120, the grade 
point average of 1.1 will undoubtedly place re-
atrictiona upon attempts to secure college admis-
sion. Due to the f~eshman standing of this student, 
time is available to raise this grade level. 
•8ollle College 3.2 140 Freshman. 
It is the opinion of the autbor that the high I.e. 
level and the 3. 2 grade point level warrants tht: 
consideration of this student to attempt to attain 
a higher level of cdncational achievmnent .• 
*Medical Doctor 3.1 11! F:eshman. 
It is possible tl-..at this student is an ov.:t>~achiever 
due to the relationship between the I.Q. level and 
the grade point level. A suggestion would be the 
administering of an individual I. c. exain with ex-
pectation of confitir,ing I. c. level. 
•ac.e college l. 90 1:· reshman. 
Here again the student has an opportunity to raise 
the 1. grade point level, !:it.it with the correspond-
ing I. Q. of 90" it is felt that this student is not 
in reality with his abilities and his expectations. 
•Medical Doctor 1.2 106 i-·reshman. 
Thia •~udent will definitely have trouble acquiring 
aclaiaaion to an institution of higher education 
with hia present grade point level. 'rhe I. c,. level 
of 108 does not offer substantial encouragement in 
conaidering the requirements he will have to meet. 
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EDUCATIO?•AL DECISIONS 
•&aae College 3.6 123 Sophomore. 
'l'be apparent high grade point average as wel1 as the 
high I. o. rating, should encourage this student to 
consider goals beyond just a few years in college. 
As was stated earlie.".:' in t1"1e thesis, via the inter-
view technique it was learned that many students 
indicated this level due to insecurity in regards 
to college studies. 
•1P School .42 62 Sophomore. 
Though this student has two years to raise this very 
low grade point average. counseling should proceed 
at once in view of t..1'.;e low I. Q. level. !t was 
1•rned during the interview that this stt:.dent is 
coaaldering a possible drop-out. 
*llon-001.lege Training .76 106 Sophomore. 
With the present g.rade point. average of this student 
being only .76 it is imperative that she realize 
the danger of not fulfilling her seoondary education. 
Ber .I. Q. of 106 seems 1:0 indicate that she is not 
achieving aa fully a.~ her al>ilit-y· indicates she can 
achieve. 
eson-college Training .76 95 Sophomore. 
Here again the st~dent is in danger of not fulfill-
ing his secondary requirements. With a 95 I. o. it 
1e possible that this student could attain a higher 
grade point level than a .76. 
•8allle College 1.6 110 Sophomore. 
'l'b1a at.udent, being 1n the lower-half of his class, 
will be confronted with adnu.asion difficulty in 
applying to the institution of his choice. With 
two years of secondary school left time remains for 
railllng tilia low average. 
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F.DUCA'fIONAL DI•:cts IONS 
•Some College Work l.ll 8J ,:runior .. 
Upon the completion of thr{::e years er .Jt;L.1.ey1ng. this 
student will not be able to raise hi:1 ov(::.rall average 
to an acceptable standard during his :.::enl:ll' :tear. 
The equally low I.".:'. level will increase the chances 
of failing to meet the standards set by nlOst of the 
admission offices of our colleges and universities • 
._ College Work l.7 91 Junior. 
Sere again the student will not be able to meet the 
admission req,.~irements of most higher in~titutions. 
'l'he seemingly equal lc~vels of I. Q. and grade point 
average, discourage the possibility of achieving 
this indicated educational level. 
•Hip Sc:'bool • 70 82 J'unior. 
fllougb this student is registered as being in the 
Jtmior claas,, it shci:..l(! he 1. rought to his attention 
the grave danger wr1ich .:..--onfronts him in regards to 
CQRl;)leting his graduation requirements by the end of 
bis last school year. 
*Solae College Work 1.19 lOl Junior. 
The admiaaion requirements of most institutions will 
confront tbia student wh~ the time of applying ar-
rives. The 1.19 grad,? point ave.cage places this 
student in the lower-half of his class. A ?redica-
lDEmt which most of the students in th:.i.s nection have 
not taken into consideration. 
*SOiie College Work 1. 5 110 Junior. 
A failure to consider the rE.."l]:Uirements of admissions 
will cauae a disappointment to this atudant due to 
~ 1.5 grade point average. The 110 I. o. indicates 
tba~ the etudent could do better upon entering college. 
Nevertheless this high school achievement level is 
diacouragq. 
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EDUCATIONAL OECiSIONS 
*SuJ•• Co1lege 1.5 103 Sophomore. 
Here again the low grade point average will provide 
difficulty for this student in applying to an insti-
t:ut.ton of higher learning. The 103 I. "· indicates 
that a higher grade point average could be achieved. 
With two years of secondary education left, the stu-
dent could raise this low grade point average. 
eaaehelors Degree 1.10 112 Sophomore. 
flle bigb I. o.. of this student does not correspond 
to his grade point ach.i.eveme.nt. Due to this low 
grade point average this student ranks in the lower 
one-half of his class. '11\is rank will cause dif-
ficulty in applying for admissions to the institu-
tion of his choice. 
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CHAPTER X 
SUMMARY 
As stated in the introd.uctory chaptere thf~ primary 
purpose of this thesis was that of acquiring a broader 
aa 1111icable knowledge of the personal qualities and the 
aociological background of a small community unit high 
•chool. 
The information pertaining to the geograj:bical 
location of the homes involved revealed that 23% are lo-
cated within the city limits which contains the high 
•c:hool under atudy. Of the other students. 36% live 
within a range of O to 5 miles from the city limits. 
29" live between S to 10 miles from the city limits, 
J.&.' live between 10 to 15 miles from the city limits, 
and app~x.tmately 2% reside over the 15 mile distance. 
In considering the numerical size of the family 
to which a student belongs. it was learned that 58% 
of the families fall in the 5 to 10 category. 'fhis 
percent was the highest in comparison with the other 
two categories. The Oto 4 persons family size includes 
appxoximately 38% of the families. The category con-· 
cerned with families which contained 10 persons or more 
wu represented by approximately 4% of the total families. 
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Thirty percent of the parents terminated their formal 
education at the end of the eighth grade. It is also sig-
nificant to note that of the 50% who compl.eted the secondary 
echool requirements, 30% continued their formal education. 
Of this percent (30), 4% completed the requirements neces-
eary for the attainment of the Bachelor's degree and 14% 
COIIPleted the requirements established by the trade schools. 
'l'be sophomore class had the highest class grade-point 
average of 2.33. 'l'he overall average of the three classes 
waa 2.16. 
There were two freshman students, three sophomore 
•t11denta and six jwiior students who were considered to be 
unc1erachievera. 
The occ:upation indicated most frequently was that of 
agriculture. In this section, a similarity bebieen the 
parenu• and students' choices concerning future occupation 
va• revealed. The highest percentage of similarity was 
found in the junior class. In considering the reality of 
individual ability and the selection of a future occupation, 
the freshman class contained six occupational choices which 
tbe author £elt should be questioned. 'I'hree of the six 
choices concemed the field of engineering. The sopho!IDre 
claaa contained two choices that should be questioned, and 
the Junior class had but one choice which should be 
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rea:m•J.dered. Almost all of these W1Wise choices were so 
illdicated. because of the standards of admissions established 
i.y IIOllt 1aatitutions of higher leaming. 
It. was learned that the majority of all concerned, 
abldent.a indicated a desire to continue their education past 
the aec,ondary school level. It is also important to know 
.._t ~ 9r•t.eat percentage of this group indicated future 
att:9Dd1111ce at a trade school. Considering the relationship 
'bet.weltll t.be atudents' choices and the parental choices, the 
aopllllac,:re 9mup contained the lowest variance. 
Of t:be unwise educational decisions, 70"-f.:, of the cases 
aoacerned the standards established by colleges. It should 
lie r•atbered that only 19 students out of the total student 
popalation made decisions which the author felt were unwise. 
fllia cl&,ea not mean that the remaining 164 students made the 
bellt. decision possible for them, but merely that the decision 
vlliah they have indicated is probably in their power to ob-
1:lltn. 
For the benefit of the interested reader. the author 
baa COllpiled the following list of materials and references 
wllich are related to this thesis. 
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